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Event Summary – Seniors/Elders Community Event - 11 March 2021 

On 11 March 2021 the Police and Crime Commissioner held a further online meeting aimed specifically to address 
Policing, Crime and Community Safety issues which impact on senior members of our communities. The event brought 
together around 45 members of the public from across West Yorkshire to discuss their overarching issues and 
concerns. 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

Mark Burns-Williamson, West Yorkshire’s Police and Crime Commissioner (PCC) opened the event, he welcomed all 
attendees and thanked everyone for their attendance.  
 
Mark spoke about Covid and the Force’s approach to policing the pandemic which included the 4 E’s – Engage, Explain, 
Encourage and Enforce where necessary. He said that the police had taken a proportionate approach to enforcement 
but said enforcement would be taken where there was a blatant discard for the rules, an average of 56 fixed penalty 
notices a day had been issued in the last 7 days - 2863 had been issued in total since 4 January 21. He commented he 
was disappointed that the Police were not given priority for vaccinations based on their frontline role. 
 

2. PCC Update  
 

a) Budget and Precept - He was responsible for setting the police precept, which equated to about 1/10 of the 
council tax bill. A rise in the precept was received positively by the majority of those consulted with 80% in 
support of an increase. The precept allowed for 251 new officers and 73 police staff to be recruited before the 
end of 2022. He had welcomed the support but recognised the impact of the increase.  

 
b) Devolution - The West Yorkshire Devolution deal would see West Yorkshire elect a Mayor for the first time on 6 

May 2021. This would see the West Yorkshire Combined Authority transition to a Mayoral Combined Authority 
and from 10 May all powers of the PCC would transfer to the Mayor. More information on Devolution can be 
found here. 
 

c) Crime - In terms of overall crime, the latest crime statistics published nationally indicated an 8.8% reduction in 
crime in West Yorkshire, which was above the national average of 6.6%. The impact of Covid had affected 
those figures but even prior to Covid, West Yorkshire was on the right path regarding reductions in crime. Mark 
added that it was important not to get complacent with these figures and that there was always more work to be 
done. 
 

d) Violent Crime - Mark discussed the announcement from the Home Office confirming a package including 
£30million for police surge activity in serious violence hotspots and new money for early interventions to steer 
young people away from crime. Mark said that West Yorkshire would receive £1,568,000 of this.  

 
A discussion was had about dangerous driving and speeding, which some people felt had worsened since the roads 
had been quieter and it was agreed that officers from Roads Policing would be invited to the next meeting to speak 
about their work. 
 
Attendees were speaking in the online chat box about why some officers had received the vaccine and others hadn’t.  
 
Mark confirmed that spare vaccines had been given to officers through a local arrangement where there had been an 
excess due to storage limitations and timeframes. 
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Manoj J asked whether there was a breakdown available by Ward or Ethnicity in relation to serious violence hotspots 
and whether there were any trends showing. Mark said that the latest statistics would be available from his latest 
Community Outcomes Meeting (COM) and agreed to share this report once it was complete. 
 
ACTIONS: 

 Report and meeting notes to be circulated when available.  
 Roads Policing to be added to the next agenda. 

 
3. Key Issues Raised 

The PCC then invited attendees to raise their issues and concerns. 

a) Officer Training and Recruitment 
 
John A asked whether enough safety training was given to officers to allow them to protect themselves? 
Supt. Newman explained officers undertook refresher courses on a range of areas every year. She said any 
assault on a police officer was unacceptable and that included hate crimes such as race or sexuality. There was 
an increasing trend on assaults on staff. Mark added that himself and Holly Lynch MP had been campaigning 
for a number of years to increase the sentencing for attacks on police and there was to be a Bill in Parliament 
this week which was looking at increasing the sentence from 12 months to 2 years. 
 
In response to a question from Wally Q, Mark confirmed the 251 officers and 73 police staff were net figures. 
 
John S voiced some concerns around the sentencing Bill for assaults on officers, Mark respected John’s views 
although he said that circumstances had to be taken into consideration for every case, e.g. spitting on officers 
particularly with the current risks of Covid, or a violent attack. 
 

b) Drugs 
 
Hilary said that a lot of crime was driven by drugs and had come across a lot of fly tipping containing drug 
paraphernalia which had been reported to the police. She asked whether the police had time to analyse these 
sites to find evidence of who the culprits were and what was being done to tackle drug dealing as he had 
reported 3 different dealers but none of them had been arrested.  
 
Supt. Newman said that one of the areas that had seen an increase was drug related crime, though this had 
likely been driven through proactivity. She said they unfortunately did not have capacity to go to dump sites 
unless there was clear evidence to follow up on. They worked hard to close down many cannabis farms, and 
drugs were high on all agendas, particularly as some of this related to Serious Organised Crime. Supt. Newman 
also said she understood that providing feedback to members of the public on their reports needed to be 
improved but they were getting better at this e.g. through the Community Alerts system. Unfortunately, drug 
dealing was harder to prove retrospectively, however West Yorkshire Police were above the national average 
on drugs offence recording.  
 
Mark added that there was no doubt that drugs were behind Serious Organised Crime and gang activity and 
said that one of the ironies of Covid was that it had enabled more proactive work which had led to an increase 
in crimes recorded. He spoke about the Proceeds of Crime Act which allowed the police to seize assets of 
criminals, this money funded his Safer Communities Fund which had done 21 rounds to date and had 
distributed £3.5 million back to communities. He also said there was also a big role for other agencies e.g. Local 
Authorities to look at what powers they had in respect of Fly tipping.  
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Cllr Chris Graham asked a question relating to drugs and ASB. She asked what direction could be taken next to 
tackle drug dealing when all agencies were already involved. She said she regularly saw dealers delivering in 
broad daylight and asked how this could be tackled as it was escalating the ASB. Mark agreed it could be a 
depressing issue, he had previously been out on patrol in Keighley and knew how hard the officers worked. He 
urged everyone to carry on reporting intelligence that the police could act on and said that Crimestoppers was 
also a good way to report anonymously. He said it was about education and better opportunities and providing 
more positive outlooks.  
 
Supt. Newman said Chris’s points were well made and she was right there were not enough officers but the 
approach they took was multi-layered and looked at the full scale from Serious Organised Crime to street 
dealers. She said it was a lucrative business and did draw people in. In terms of action they had used some 
Home Office funding to work with young people in Keighley to help put them on the right track. They also had a 
full programme on police education in schools which was about to be rolled out and this included lived 
experience e.g. from ex-gang members which aimed to deter young people away from a life of crime. She also 
urged everyone to carry on reporting, she said it was not possible to arrest our way out of this situation as this 
would make it worse as it would be even harder for young people to get jobs, therefore pushing them down the 
wrong path. 
 
There was a brief discussion about public evidence gathering and reporting drug related crime. 
 
Mark said people should not put themselves at risk, he was aware of the issues with 101 and the wait times had 
improved, in December, the wait time for 101 was an average of 1 minute and 30 seconds which was among 
the best in the country. Officers also responded to 90% of crimes within the hour and 90.4% of emergencies 
within 15 minutes. Despite this, they were also developing more ways for the public to contact the police.  
 
Mike S said he had created a Neighbourhood Watch group following some concerning incidents he had seen in 
his area, for example, drug dealing, he said that cars come and go so quickly it is not always possible to record 
the incidents. He said this happened so frequently he did not know what to do about it. Mark said that 
Neighbourhood Watch groups were very useful and appreciated and that he would link Mike in with the force 
Neighbourhood Watch Coordinator to ensure he was aware of all of the contact and reporting mechanisms. 
 
Please also see below link to a recent Drugs and Alcohol report which may be of interest to you: 
https://www.westyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/item_5_-_covering_report_-
_drugs_and_alchohol_kate_updates004.pdf  
 
ACTIONS: 

 Mark to speak with the Chief Constable and district about the concern that drug related crime 
was being reported but the perception was that no action had been taken.  

 Dawn Wilkinson to contact Mike regarding NHW and contact mechanisms. 
 

c) Road Safety 
 
John S raised a concern regarding cycling on pavements and said this was very dangerous especially where the 
elderly were concerned, he said he saw cycling on pavement happen regularly but never saw anything done 
about it.  John also asked a question about how officers would identify repeat offenders as WYP would only take 
a name and take no further action, he said that other forces had a database where these incidents could be 
logged. Supt. Newman said she understood the point and wished there could be more done but as with everything 
there were conflicting priorities. She said her expectation would be that advice would be given if an officer saw 
dangerous cycling but appreciated there were no specific reporting methods in place for this. 
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Please also see below links to recent Road Safety reports which may be of interest to you: 
https://www.westyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk/sites/default/files/item_7_-_road_safety_cover_report_final.pdf  
 
http://www.westyorkshire-pcp.gov.uk/Documents/Meetings/19%20March%202021/Item%206%20-
%20Road%20Safety.pdf  
 

d) NPAS 
 
John A asked about the future of the National Police Air Service (NPAS) he said this was a national collaboration 
which West Yorkshire led on, and asked whether West Yorkshire would retain this or whether it would be passed 
to another organisation to lead on. He said there had been substantial investment in the fixed wing project and 
asked whether there were any plans for it to fly out or Robin Hood airport or would the base remain at Carr Gate? 
Mark said he had fought hard to ensure that Carr Gate had been maintained and that WYP would continue to be 
the lead force for the time being, he said that Devolution would have minimal impact on its day-to-day delivery. In 
terms of the governance and oversight of NPAS, this would transfer to the Mayor/Deputy Mayor of Policing and 
Crime and all rights, liabilities and contracts would transfer to the Mayoral Combined Authority, including the 
current fleet and all assets relating to NPAS. Mark said however that he expected the current delivery model for 
NPAS would change in the future and last August he and the Leaders of the West Yorkshire Combined Authority 
wrote to the Home Office asking them to bring forward alternative proposals for a new delivery model within the 
next two years. In regard to the fixed wing project, there were currently 4 aircraft based at Robin Hood Airport, 2 
of which were already being used very successfully for operational use. There was no plan to close Carr Gate at 
this current time.  
 
Andra M congratulated WYP on the 101 call times as her experience had been a 15-20 minute wait time. Mark 
said that 1 minute 30 seconds was the average time so there were times when the line was busier but a lot of 
work was being done to improve this. He also highlighted some of the other ways to contact the police e.g. live 
chat and online reporting. He added that the 999 emergency line had one of the best performances in the country. 
 
Andra M also mentioned the ‘What 3 Words’ app which would allow the police to pinpoint your exact location 
based on 3 words that the app would generate should anyone be in trouble but not know their exact location. 
Mark agreed that this was an excellent tool and encouraged people to download this. 
 
Brian M asked a question about the outcome rates relating to investigations and prosecutions. Mark said that 
WYP did have a shortage of skilled investigators but despite this outcome rates were improving e.g. around rape 
and sexual assault where good increases in prosecution rates had been seen. He said that the rates were very 
much dependent on the crime type and outcomes were often measured by court prosecutions, however it was 
important to remember that there were lots of other ways of dealing with crimes such as fixed penalty notices and 
out of court disposals. Therefore, the percentages would look lower than they actually were. Mark said it may be 
useful to explore this more in a future meeting. 
 
Pete K asked about the changes in anti-traveller laws and how this would be dealt with in West Yorkshire given 
that they do not currently provide the minimum number of units. Mark said that any changes would take at least 
a year to go through parliament and agreed that some councils were better at providing pitches than others. He 
said the new Mayor would need to address this based on the new laws and provision of sites but understood 
there would be a lot of challenge around it.  
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Supt. Newman said that the Force had policies in place which would be reviewed to reflect any changes in 
legislation. Pete said there had been some confusion with the bill and that he was referring to one that had already 
been through parliament this week. Mark said he would look into the issue from a PCC perspective 
 
ACTION – to discuss outcome rates and alternative prosecution methods at a future meeting.  
 

4. Future meeting 

It was agreed further meeting would be held in July (Date to be agreed). 

 

You can contact the PCC’s office at any time, for more about the PCC or his work please visit our website at: 
https://www.westyorkshire-pcc.gov.uk or call 01924 294000. 

For more information or any further questions, contact the engagement team directly at Consultation@westyorkshire.pnn.police.uk. 

Please submit any casework requests or further information to: Contact@westyorkshire.pcc.pnn.gov.uk 

To report a crime online please visit: https://www.westyorkshire.police.uk/report-it 

For free online technology support including cyber crime visit: www.GTT.org.uk 

 


